
INCLUSIVE URBAN SOLUTIONS IN AFGHANISTAN
 Insights from Samuel Hall’s Research 

Afghanistan hosts over 3.2 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) and over
17 million returnees, with half a million Afghan nationals repatriated from
Pakistan in late 2023 alone. This reality calls for new investments in inclusive
urban solutions.

Our research in Afghanistan, notably through the Protracted Displacement in
an Urban World (PDUW) project from 2020 to 2023 focuses on long-term
displacement experiences in urban areas and settlements - with the aim to:

Build a robust evidence base to engage in a conversation with local actors
Advocate for inclusive urban solutions through participatory forum
planning processes.

In 2021, 889 surveys were conducted in Afghanistan
- in Jalalabad (Nangarhar), and Barikab (Kabul).

In 2022, respondents were contacted again, and
asked about their socio-economic conditions,
wellbeing and access to services and
infrastructure.

This allowed us to assess changes before and after
the Taliban’s return to power in August 2021. It was
also a requirement of the new authorities in charge.

The data was a basis of engagement for dialogue
and co-production at the city level. Through five (5)
participatory forums, municipal stakeholders- men
and women - convened regularly throughout the
project, using the data and analysis to co-design
solutions to the challenges of urban displacement.

 Funded by the UK Research Institute (UKRI) through the Global Challenge Research Fund (GCRF). The research is being
conducted by a global consortium,  of 12 partners. 

METHODOLOGY: A PARTICIPATORY APPROACH TO CITY PLANNING

OUR FOCUS ON INCLUSIVE URBAN SOLUTIONS

An equitable approach to interventions built on the understanding that every individual and community, of all diverse identities and experiences,
is instrumental in the transformation of their own societies.  At the core of inclusive urban solutions is the recognition that Afghan women,
especially those navigating the adversities of displacement due to conflict or climate, have untapped potential and they must be supported.

Foundational elements of inclusive development:

🌱 Ecosystems: Understanding the wellbeing of individuals within existing environmental, economic, political and social ecosystems

👤 Experiences: Understanding their autonomy, agency and individual choices.

🤝 Engagement: Aiming for full and effective participation.
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